ALL SOULS 2 November 2025

Today we interrupt our ordinary Sundays of the year to pray for those who have died. 2™
November is marked every year as All Souls Day. It comes after yesterday’s feast of All
Saints. The two celebrations are connected. The feast of All Saints reminds us that the destiny
of all of us is to enjoy life with God. Today’s celebration invites us to remember that
everyone follows the path set out for them by God until they eventually arrive at their home.
The path they follow is sometimes smooth but also has its challenging moments. But it is a

path that everyone is called to follow faithfully.

The saints are held up to us as a model of Christian living. They can inspire us, and we can
learn from them. We don’t pray for them, but we ask them to pray for us. The souls we pray
for today are the people we knew — our family, our friends, our community members. These
are the people we love. And we make our prayer today out of love for them. But let’s also
remember to pray for strangers, those we don’t know. These may be the people who have no
one to pray for them. In our prayer, we ask God to remember all these people, known and

unknown, and to take them to himself.

Our readings today tell us something about how we keep this memorial for those who have
died. The first thing is that we do this as an act of faith. We turn to Jesus who after he died
was raised from the dead. Our faith is not just that he defeated death, but that his death was
for all people. There is a deep sense of this in the Gospel story we just heard. It is a very
human story, but it also tells us about our own faith. As Jesus is walking along, he comes
across a funeral procession. I think we can presume that he doesn’t know the young man who
has died, nor does he know the mother. But he soon learns about the situation, and he is
moved with compassion. This tells us that Jesus’ profound desire is for the good of all of
these people. His profound desire is that this scene of death and sadness be transformed into
life. He shows this when he tells the young man to get up. I'm sure that St Luke gave
prominence to this very moving scene in his gospel to remind us that Jesus’ basic desire is for

everyone to have life.

But as we hear in other parts of the gospel, the life Jesus gives is not about prolonging our life
on this earth, so that we still die at a later time. The life Jesus gives is new life, a life that is

forever. And, more importantly, it is a life that shares in his risen life. This is our faith. And it



is this faith that we profess on today’s commemoration of those who have died. We pray for

them because we have faith that Jesus rose from the dead.

Today’s commemoration of All Souls is also marked by hope. Faith and hope are always
closely connected. We have faith that Jesus rose from the dead, but we also have hope for
those we remember today. Our hope is that they will be with Jesus in his kingdom. Hope has
always been an important element of our religion. We heard a vivid example of it in our first
reading. This is a story of a people who were waiting for God to free them. As they wait, they
look forward to the banquet that God has prepared for them. We are not told much about the
banquet, except that it will be a banquet of rich food. But we are told in more detail that God
will remove the garments of sadness and mourning that people are wearing and that God will

destroy death for ever. God will wipe away all their tears and there will be a new day.

If we want to appreciate what is going on in this reading, we must remember that these
images express the hope that those people had. This is not about something has already
happened. This is about waiting for the day when God will transform everything. They have
faith in this God. That faith leads them to say that God is the one in whom they hope. He is

their hope of salvation.

Our remembering today those who have died, is a profound expression of our hope. First and
foremost, it is our hope for them. Like the people in our first reading, we hope for the
salvation of those who have died. Our hope is that they are sharing in the life God has
promised them. As we remember them, we can say with the prophet in the first reading, “We

exult, and we rejoice that God has saved us”.

The church has a long tradition of praying for the dead, not just on 2™ November, but
especially during the month of November. Let’s keep praying during this month for all who
have died. We remember them with love. We remember them because we have faith. And we

remember them with hope in God’s promises.



