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I’m not sure if you ever look up into the night sky to watch the stars or the moon. Of course,
when you live in a big city the local lights make it difficult to see the stars, but out in the
countryside you sometimes get a marvellous view. I recall that each year we are at Moss Vale

for the family camp people always comment on the night sky.

In the ancient world, people always looked at the night sky, and when they looked up, they
marvelled at what they were seeing. In different parts of the Bible we read about what they saw
and how they responded. We had an example of this today in the psalm. The psalmist marvelled
at God’s creation — or, as he put it, the work of God’s hands: the heavens, the moon and the
stars. But he also seemed to feel his own insignificance in the midst of the immensity of what
he was seeing. Perhaps this is what prompts him to put the question to God: who am I, an
insignificant human being, that you should remember me out of the universe that you have
created. And as the psalmist reflects, he recognises that God has made human beings to be just

a little lower than God, with a dignity that surpasses that of all other creatures.

I think the psalmist would have recalled the words we know from the opening pages of the
Bible with its story of the creation of the world. The last to be created, and in some sense the
pinnacle of the creation, was the man and the woman. They were made in the image of God.
Their very existence gives glory to God. Of course, the whole creation gives glory to God, but
human beings do so in a special way. We know that as we turn the pages beyond the Book of
Genesis, the story is always of God accompanying the people and encouraging them. It is a
story of both their fidelity and their betrayal. They sometimes turn to other gods. Even in those
times, God still stands by them, God still speaks to them and calls them to be true images of

God.

God’s love is so intense that God finally reveals himself in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.
The words of the psalm we heard take on a new meaning, because Jesus is the man who is also
God. In his earthly life he gave glory to God his Father and the Father crowned him with glory
and honour. This is observable in the way he lived, in his response to the mission he received
from the Father. In him, people saw and experienced God. At the same time, as a human being
he showed them how to truly live as people created in the image of God. He taught those who

followed him how to love as God loves, to forgive as God forgives, to be peacemakers in the



name of God. In other words, he taught them how to give glory to God, just as he was giving

glory to God.

As we know, there came a time when he left them and returned to the Father. Before he left
them, he promised them that the Holy Spirit would be poured into their hearts and that they
would come to know God more intimately. I think with this promise we have a further insight
into the psalm we heard. We are made little less than a god, and we have been crowned with
glory and honour. This is because we are filled with the Holy Spirit. Jesus says that the Holy
Spirit will lead us into the complete truth. What is that truth? It is to know our true human
worth. It is to know that we are growing day by day in the image and likeness of God. It is to

know that when we live like that, our life glorifies God.

Like the people of old, we can be unfaithful. To understand this, we might go back to the Book
of Genesis and the story of the Fall when Adam and Eve ate of the tree they were forbidden to
eat. They did this because the serpent told them that if they did, they would be like God.
Throughout history, that has happened when people create false gods. The most extreme case
is when they try to make themselves gods. Then they stop giving glory to God. Today, just as
in the past, God helps us. God remains with us in the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit can overcome
all the mess that we sometimes get ourselves into. The Holy Spirit helps us to live in such a

way as to give glory to God.

Today we are celebrating the feast of the Holy Trinity. We can all rightly say that the Trinity
is a mystery we will never understand. That is fine. We celebrate this feast today so that we
might remember that we are made to give glory and praise to God. We do this in many ways.
We give glory to God each time we celebrate the Eucharist, as we are doing today. We give
glory to God each time we pray. Perhaps just as importantly, we give glory to God throughout
the course of every day and every night as the image of God shines in us. So, let us give glory

to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.



