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On this Fourth Sunday of Easter, we celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday—a day 

that draws us into the powerful image of Christ as our Shepherd. This image 

speaks to a deep truth: we all need guidance. 

 

Whether we acknowledge it or not, there are moments in life when we lose our 

way. We miss crucial turns, make poor decisions, and wander down unexpected 

or even dangerous paths. Often, this happens when we stop listening to the 

voice of God within us. Instead of walking the road that leads to life, we veer 

toward routes that lead to darkness—and, at times, even spiritual death. 

 

Before coming here in Australia, a friend gave me a two-month-old golden 

retriever puppy. He was, without question, the cutest puppy in the world—until 

he started using my bedroom as his personal bathroom, stealing all my socks, 

and chewing everything within reach! My social media feeds were quickly 

filled with puppy training videos and articles, as I tried to learn how to shepherd 

this little creature into becoming a polite, obedient, and happy dog. 

 

That experience taught me something valuable: just as my puppy needed 

consistent guidance, we too need shepherding in our lives. None of us can 

navigate the complexities of life alone. We need the Good Shepherd—who 

knows us by name, leads us to places of rest and renewal, and protects us from 

harm. 

 

I once watched a video of sheep being herded in a field. It was striking how 

poor their sense of direction is. To avoid losing their way or being separated 

from the flock, they have to do more than follow the one ahead—they must stay 

attentive to the shepherd. And this isn’t just true for lambs. Even the older, more 

experienced sheep need guidance. 

 

How easy it is, especially when we are promoted or placed in positions of 

leadership—whether in our communities, workplaces, or apostolic 

assignments—to think we no longer need shepherding. We become so confident 

in our own abilities that we begin to believe we can lead without listening. After 

all, we reason, we are now the shepherds. But without realizing it, our gaze 

shifts—from Christ to ourselves or the distractions around us—and we slowly 

begin to stray. 

 

Isn’t it remarkable that Jesus is both the Good Shepherd and the Lamb of God? 

This paradox reveals a profound truth: we only become true shepherds when we 



allow ourselves to remain sheep—guided, fed, and protected by Christ. 

Authentic leadership must flow from discipleship. 

 

Today, as we also celebrate Mother’s Day, we’re given a beautiful earthly 

reflection of the Good Shepherd in the mothers among us. Like Christ, a mother 

knows her children by name, by the sound of their cry, by their unique strengths 

and struggles. With tireless love, she nurtures, protects, and gently guides them 

through life. When they stray, she searches. When they return, she rejoices. And 

even when her children grow and become shepherds themselves, a mother’s 

steady presence continues to call them back to what matters most. 

 

In honouring mothers today, we honour this sacred vocation of shepherding—a 

reflection of the Good Shepherd, who leads us with the tenderness, strength, and 

constancy of a mother’s heart. Amen.  


