
THIRD SUNDAY EASTER (C) 4 May 2025 

 

On Easter Sunday morning the Gospel scene gave us Peter and the Beloved Disciples running 

to the tomb of Jesus because Mary Magdalene had reported that the stone had been rolled away.  

We watched then as the two disciples slowly came to the realisation of what had happened.  

Peter went in and saw the cloths that had wrapped the body of Jesus, but Jesus wasn’t there.  

The Beloved Disciple looked at the wrapping cloths and immediately believed that Jesus was 

risen as he promised. This was a story of Easter faith.  In today’s gospel we have another story 

of Easter faith, and the same two disciples are among those present. In fact, the story seems to 

revolve around them. 

But the scene is different.  They are no longer in Jerusalem but have gone back up to Galilee. 

They seem to have resumed their old fishing careers.  So, there is something very ordinary 

about this scene.  This can shock us, because after all the events surrounding Jesus’ death and 

resurrection you would think that their lives would have been changed for ever.  But rather than 

changed lives, they seem to have slipped back into life as it used to be.  And this includes 

having no luck catching any fish.  They must have been a bit shocked when the stranger on the 

shore yelled out asking if they had caught any fish and then told them to put out their nets.  

They didn’t know who this stranger was, yet they were willing to do what he said.  There must 

have been something about the words he spoke or the way he spoke.  They must have had the 

sense that he was trying to help them in their desperate need.  They did what he asked them; 

they heard his word and followed it. 

Then comes the miraculous catch of fish.  At this point, the Beloved Disciple recognises that 

the person on the shore is the Lord.  Just as on Easter Sunday morning, he saw, and he believed.  

And Peter also reacts to what has happened.  He jumps from the boat to run to this stranger – 

perhaps to thank him for his help.  But the scene doesn’t end there.  The stranger has a meal 

waiting for them.  And he asks Peter to bring some of the fish that they have caught. 

We are told something that seems strange: none of the disciples asks who this stranger is. They 

know who he is – but not by sight, rather by faith.  At the meal Jesus takes some bread and 

gives it to them.  Of course, we can recognise here a familiar pattern of breaking bread in the 

Eucharist.  Those disciples, like people of every generation, including us, recognise the risen 

Lord in the breaking of bread – in the Eucharist. 



This scene is typical of the many other scenes in the gospel where the risen Jesus encounters 

his disciples.  The way these stories are told suggests that they are not simply stories about 

what was taking place.  There is something more profound going on.  These scenes are telling 

us about the beginning of the life of the church – that community of those who believe in the 

risen Christ.  The gospel today is full of symbols that speak of the church.  One of these symbols 

is the net that is full of fish.  This represents the church, which will have among its members, 

people from everywhere.  By the word of God, they are being gathered from everywhere.  There 

is also symbolism in the fact that previously the nets had been empty, but once the word of the 

Lord is spoken, they are filled to overflowing. Despite this great haul of fish, the nets are not 

broken or torn.  This points to the church that will continue to grow and welcome new members 

from every part of the earth.  Peter and the Beloved Disciple are also presented as the leaders 

of this new church.  The Beloved Disciple represents the faith by which the church comes into 

existence.  Peter is the one who gathers the people into this community.   

What are we to make of this scene and its symbolism?  I think it shows us that the resurrection 

brings about the church, and that this church grows and matures through the gifts that God 

gives, particularly the gift of faith.  Easter is a season that reminds us of the building of the 

church.  Perhaps it might even be more accurate to say that it reminds us of the re-building of 

the church.  The church – that is the community of those who profess faith in the risen Jesus – 

is constantly being re-built in new worlds.  As our world is constantly changing, so the 

profession of faith needs to be made anew.  We profess that the risen Jesus has appeared in our 

world today and is transforming that world, just as he did in the world of those fishermen in 

Galilee. 

Let’s pray that the Holy Spirit will keep our hearts open so that we are ready to respond to the 

Easter message in our own world – in the place where we find ourselves each day.  And, filled 

with the Spirit, may we be the ones who re-build the church in our time and place. 


