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I wonder what you were thinking or feeling as you heard that gospel? Did you identify with 

the woman? Or perhaps at the beginning you identified with the scribes who brought the 

woman to Jesus?  But by the end you might not have wanted to be connected to them. 

The scene begins with a lot of commotion as the scribes drag the women before Jesus who had 

just appeared in the Temple. We can imagine them whipping up the crowd who were beginning 

to mill about. They wanted to stone her; so that may have got the crowd excited. Everyone 

would have been feeling very self-righteous. In the midst of all this noise they challenge Jesus. 

They are trying to set a trap for him. But Jesus says nothing. He simply bends down and writes 

on the ground with his finger. This gesture – because he doesn’t engage in their yelling and 

haranguing – probably sends a silence over the crowd who were gathering. Then Jesus speaks 

into that silence, and he only says two things. 

The first thing he says is to ask anyone who has no sin to throw the first stone. He is shifting 

their focus from the woman to themselves. He asks them to recognise their own sin – their 

weaknesses, their frailty, their limitations. His question prods them to recognise that everyone 

experiences missteps from time to time. None of us is perfect; we are all on a journey through 

life to grow in perfection. He teaches them a lesson in how to face their own failings. He doesn’t 

give a long speech, rather his teaching can be grasped in the few words he speaks to the woman. 

He begins by asking her a question: does anyone condemn you? When she answers that no one 

has condemned her, he tells her neither does he condemn her, and she should go away and sin 

no more. I think it is important to realise what has gone on here. He has focused on the woman 

rather than on her sin, and in doing this he has helped her to break free of the labels that others 

were putting on her, more or less condemning her to be a sinner for the rest of her life. He was 

telling her to leave the past behind and to look to the future – a future that would truly be new. 

This reminds me of what we heard in the other readings. In the first reading the prophet 

communicates the message from God telling the people not to dwell on the past and what was 

done before. That would only hold them back. Rather they should open their eyes and see that 

God is doing something new. St Paul, in the second reading, tells us that he forgets the past so 

that he can keep moving ahead towards what is to come. And what is to come is the 



resurrection. In other words, Paul is talking about something new – sharing in the resurrection 

of Christ. 

Paul also puts into words what we saw happening in the exchange between Jesus and the 

woman. Paul says that he is no longer trying for perfection by his own efforts. Rather genuine 

perfection comes through faith in Christ Jesus. The woman encountered Jesus who turned her 

life around and set her on the road to perfection by saying, “Go away and don’t sin anymore”. 

She won’t reach perfection on her own, but only by trusting Jesus and following his words. 

The season of Lent is a time to hear the two things that Jesus said as if they were addressed to 

us. The first is to recognise our own sin – our weaknesses, the way we might mess things up 

sometimes, the way we might hurt others. The second is to hear not a word of condemnation, 

but a word that shifts our focus from the past and asks us to look to what lies ahead. What lies 

ahead is something new; it is the new life of Christ that we will celebrate at Easter. During Lent 

we deepen our faith in Christ as the one who leads us to new life. At Easter we will make the 

profession of faith. May the words we will use to profess our faith be words that speak of our 

trust in God. 

Today three children from or community will receive their first holy communion. Earlier today 

they made their first reconciliation. In a very concrete way, they are expressing their faith in 

Jesus. This is a great day for them because in these sacraments they experience the love of 

Jesus. Through these sacraments, God shapes their future. God will be with them to guide them 

through life. After Mass we will congratulate them, but let’s also keep them in our prayer that 

their faith in Jesus may continue to grow as they grow in perfection. 


