EASTER SUNDAY 20 April 2025

We have arrived! For six weeks of Lent, we have been preparing for this day. All our Lenten
prayers and actions were leading us to profess our faith on this day of resurrection. Very shortly,
we will make the profession of faith by responding to questions asking us if we believe. Then
we will be sprinkled with the water of baptism that was blessed last night. While we express

our faith in words, it comes from our heart, and it is lived in the daily routine of our lives.

In the gospel we have just heard, we see something of how people come to faith. The scene
begins with a sense of surprise. Mary has gone to the tomb very early in the morning and sees
something she never expected to see; the stone has been rolled away. Her surprise turns to
shock as she fears that someone has broken into the tomb and stolen the body. When Peter and
the other disciple arrive, they go into the tomb, and they see the cloths that the body had been
wrapped in. This doesn’t seem to register much with Peter, but we are told that the other
disciple saw and believed. The question this raises for me is why he believed. What happened

that led him to believe?

One answer might be that the cloths that were lying in the tomb were all the proof he needed
that Jesus was risen. He may have thought that if someone had stolen the body, they would not
have unwrapped it — it wouldn’t have made sense to unwrap it. But even if he had been thinking
like this, T don’t think that would have led to faith. The point about faith is that you can’t prove
it the way you might prove certain observable facts. If that is all it was, it wouldn’t be faith.
Faith operates at a different level. So, when we are told that the disciple saw and believed, what
he saw cannot be reduced to what he physically saw. I think we need to consider his spiritual
insight — what he saw with the eyes of faith. When he entered the tomb and saw the burial
cloths, I suspect he began to remember all that Jesus had spoken and done over the previous
years. He also remembered the scriptures. The gospel tells us that he remembered the teaching
of Scripture about rising from the dead. This was his spiritual insight, and it involved trusting

the witness that came from the scriptures and understanding it in a new way.

Since that first Easter, people come to Easter faith because they have heard the witness and
testimony of others. Not only did they hear, but they also saw the impact faith in the risen Jesus
had on the way those witnesses lived their lives. This what seeing and believing is about. They

saw the resurrection effect in someone’s life, and they came to believe.



Like the generations that have gone before us, the profession of faith we make today is possible
because of the witness of others and because we have understood the testimony of the Bible.
Each of us can probably identify many people we have seen living their faith and who have
made an impression on us. | often think of people who make me feel confident that God is
caring for us. But I also think of people who struggle with faith. People who might be like Mary
Magdalene that first Easter morning who found the tomb empty, and she couldn’t work it out.
These are people who from time to time have doubts about God yet persevere and keep
believing. | always find this a powerful example of faith, because it is pure trust in God. Such

people go beyond certainty and place themselves into the hands of God.

As well as being inspired by the witness of other people, we also ponder what the Bible has
taught us about faith. Over the six weeks of Lent, we have heard the gospel week by week and
it encouraged us to walk with Jesus in the desert and to see how he placed his trust in God his
Father. We heard how Jesus encountered sinners and gave them new life — how he didn’t focus
on their sin but focused on the person and unleashed in them a new way of living and loving.
Those gospel stories, as we listened to them week after week, have gradually soaked into our
hearts. They have been transforming us, so that we have had our own experience of Jesus, his
love and his mercy. This is the foundation of our faith. Today, on Easter Sunday, our faith takes
another step. We believe that Jesus, when he showed mercy and compassion, was revealing the
face of God. We believe that because he was raised from the dead, we too will have eternal
life. We believe that we have become friends of God and are drawn into God’s life. And we

know that faith shapes the way we live and the decisions we make.

This is what we will profess as our belief when we renew our baptismal promises in a few

moments. This is why we sing “alleluia” today.



