0126b Palm Sunday/ C

We have just listened to the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ from the Gospel of St
Luke.

One of the features of Luke’s account of the Passion is that Jesus is never focused on
himself despite the terrible sufferings and humiliations that he is experiencing. His
focus is always on the well-being of others. Throughout he is focused out, towards
others, not in on himself.

At the Last Supper he says to his disciples, ‘this is my body which will be given for
you; this is my blood which will be shed for you!’

And to Peter he says, ‘| have prayed for you Peter that your faith may not fail, and
once you have turned back, that you may strengthen your brothers and sisters.’

To the women of Jerusalem who are weeping for him he says, ‘Daughters of
Jerusalem, weep not for me but for yourselves and you children.” His concern is for
what they will go through in the future when Jerusalem is destroyed.

And even on the cross, in his greatest agony, his concern is not for himself but for
others. He looks out over the people crucifying him and he prays, ‘Father, forgive

them for they know not what they do.” He also cared for the criminal dying beside
him. He assures him that, ‘this day you will be with me in paradise.’

The reason why Jesus can focus on others and not on himself is because of his
absolute trust in the Father, whom he knows will always watch over him and protect
what is most inviolate in him — his spirit. This is summed up beautifully in the final
words he utters, ‘Father, into your hands | entrust my spirit.’

May our trust in the Father’s love, help us also to respond to the needs of our
brothers and sisters, whatever personal challenges we may be facing. In every
circumstance, may we be able to say with Jesus, ‘Father, into your hands | entrust
my spirit.’
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