FOURTH SUNDAY LENT (A) 30 March 2025

Throughout his life, Jesus worked many miracles. People would seek him out because they had
heard that he was a healer. But giving sight to a man who had been blind from birth seems to
be much more than an ordinary miracle. The man himself summed it up well when he said,
“ever since the world began it is unheard of for anyone to open the eyes of a man born blind”.
This miracle raised questions for all those in the vicinity. They found it hard to believe that this

is what had happened.

The neighbours of the man and people who had seen him begging, doubted that the man they
saw walking around now was the same man. “It only looks like him”, some of them said. Some
of the authorities in the town began to doubt that the man had actually been born blind, so they
sent for his parents to ask. All of this questioning tells us that even though they could see that
the man who used to be blind could now see, they doubted that this is what had really happened.

As St John tells the story of what happened, he seems to be suggesting that what is going on is
not just the healing of physical blindness. There is also another blindness that hangs over the
whole scene. So many people in this scene are blind to Jesus and his true identity. This becomes
clear when the religious leaders are brought into the discussion. The man who had received his
sight would have had to present himself to them to have the healing verified. But they doubted
it was a true healing because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath. That is why they concluded that
Jesus couldn’t be from God. At the end of the Gospel, Jesus tells them that they are blind.

Even the man who has been healed is not sure who Jesus is. The man had simply done what
Jesus told him and washed in the pool. On several occasions after the healing, he was
questioned about Jesus, and each time he seemed to grasp a little more. At the end, he meets
with Jesus again and they have a conversation that leads to the man understanding that Jesus is
the Son of Man. He states his belief in Jesus. At this point, he has not just received his physical
sight but has also received the light of faith so that he can see and recognise Jesus. We can now
grasp Jesus’ saying that he has come so that those without sight may see — like the man born
blind — but those with sight turn blind — like those who think they know God’s ways but who

failed to recognise Jesus’ identity.



This gospel scene tells the story of the journey that each of us in on during Lent. There are two
important elements of this. The first is that God is acting in our lives, just as he was in the life
of the man born blind. Lent is a time of reflection, as if we were in the desert just as Jesus went
into the desert for forty days. During our forty days we have the time to see what God has been
doing in our lives and in the world. God is always at work, but often we are blind to these
actions. Lent gives us the time to be quiet so that we might listen to God’s word in the Bible

and let it shine a light on what God is doing in our lives and in the world.

The second important element is to see Jesus as the Son of God. This means that we have faith
in him. We will have an opportunity to publicly profess our faith together at Easter. In a
symbolic way we will be like the man born blind at his final meeting with Jesus — we will say

I believe.

Today we also have the Rite of Scrutiny for those who are preparing for baptism at Easter. This
rite invites you to see yourself in the man born blind. You have been coming to see Jesus more
clearly over several months, but especially since the beginning of Lent and the Rite of Election.
Today, through the Rite of Scrutiny, it is not physical sight that you receive, but spiritual sight.
God enlightens you so that you might see with the eyes of faith. This is God’s gift to you, so

receive it with thanksgiving.

At the Easter Vigil, where our catechumens will be baptised, the newly lighted Paschal Candle
will be processed in the church with the words, “Christ our light”. May we always keep him as

our light. May we also be a light to each other and a light to enlighten our world.



