Chinese New Year Mass
Sunday, 23 February 2025

I'm sure you would have heard of St Francis of Assisi, one of
the most loved and eccentric of our saints. One day a beggar,
a woman, came up to him and one of his Francis followers, Br
Leo. It was cold and Leo had a coat on. The beggar asked for
the coat. Leo refused. He knew - rightly — that the woman
was intending to cut the cloak into strips and sell them and
that she made a good amount of money this way. Francis told
him to give it to her. Leo protested - she doesn’t need it!
She’s just making money out of it! I need it!

Francis told Leo to give it to her for the love of God. Leo did
so. You can imagine galling it must have been for Leo to hand
the coat over.

It is pretty clear from the Gospel that Jesus wants us to
become like God: Be compassionate as your Father is
compassionate. Do no judge. Grant pardon. Give and there
will be gifts for you, a full measure will be poured into your lap.

Jesus really does want us to be as loving, good, kind as God.
He died so that our Sins be forgiven and having Risen and
Ascended to Heaven - he now pours out His Love, His Holy
Spirit upon us. So that we can really become like God.

But the truth is — at least for me - I'm much like Brother Leo.
We have our egos, our pride, our sense of what is owed to us.
I would have found it galling to hand over my cloak.

I pray that there are some saints among us here who truly are
compassionate and loving and forgiving like God. Always just
wanting the best for others. People whose egos and pride have
been tamed and so carry about in them a peace and simplicity,
and joy. Like St Francis.
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I'm often praying to be able to love the way God loves. 1
bishop. I'm supposed to lead people closer to God.
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May I recommend that prayer to everyone - “Help me Father,
to love as you love - always wanting the good for others.
Always wanting to bring life to others.”

I also pray for the Holy Spirit. Jesus said to the people “If you
who are evil know how to give good things to those who ask,
how much more will the Father give the Holy Spirit to those
who ask.” So, I pray that God’s Spirit fills me.

But if God’s Spirit is to fill us, we need to empty our own spirits
of our own egos, selfishness, pettiness, greed. “Die to
yourself”, Jesus taught. And that’s not easy. But we have to
keep at it and God loves us and helps us.

God wants us to be completely like him. So that we can enjoy
the peace and joy of the saints. So that we might be children
of God. He wants Eternal Life for us. Let’s pray and work
humbly for that.



