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Gathering 

 

In our gospel reading today, we encounter Jesus' first miracle in a huge gathering, at the 

wedding feast in Cana. The Lord transformed ordinary water into exquisite wine, bringing 

joy to the celebration. 

 

This event exemplifies Jesus' pattern throughout the gospels of joining people in their 

gatherings. He regularly shared meals, stories, and fellowship with all kinds of people—from 

dining with sinners and tax collectors like Levi and Zacchaeus, to spending cherished 

moments with his close friends Lazarus, Mary, and Martha in Bethany. 

 

One of his most remarkable gatherings was feeding five thousand people on a hillside with 

just five loaves and two fish. In his final days before the crucifixion, Jesus gathered his 

disciples for the Last Supper. Even after his resurrection, he continued to appear to his 

followers in intimate gatherings, sharing meals and fellowship—like breaking bread with the 

disciples on the road to Emmaus and preparing breakfast by the seashore for his disciples. 

 

Just as Jesus cherished gatherings, we too find deep meaning in coming together. During the 

holidays, many of us celebrated with family and friends, creating precious memories. Even 

now, some of us may be planning our next gatherings. 

 

The Lord deeply desires to gather all people to himself. On the other hand, the devil wants 

nothing but to divide and scatter us. 

 

It's revealing that the word "devil" derives from the Greek "diabellein," meaning "to scatter" 

or "separate." When we experience unity, collaboration, and solidarity in our families and 

communities, we witness God's presence among us. As Jesus promised, "Where two or three 

are gathered together in my name, there am I in their midst" (Matthew 18:20). 

 

However, when estrangement and disharmony creep into our relationships, organizations, and 

communities, we can recognize the subtle work of the evil one, attempting to fragment what 

God seeks to unite. 

 

Some years ago, the pandemic stirred deep anguish in our hearts, not only for its economic 

devastation but more so for how it has deprived us of our fundamental human need to gather. 

We have felt the pain of empty churches, cancelled celebrations, and separated families. 

 

I don't know if you still remember some lessons in your elementary science. Indulge me here 

as we do a little review. 

 

What are the three basic building blocks of the universe or of matter? Protons, neutrons, and 

electrons—and the three form an atom. Without their coming together, without the gathering 

of these building blocks, without them circling around one another, no matter would exist. 

 



If we would examine it carefully, we would realize that from atoms to human bodies, to 

ecosystems, to solar systems and galaxies—everything moves, everything circles into a 

gathering. 

 

This is one of the reasons why our God is a Trinitarian God—to highlight the theological 

truth that God himself is a living event of gathering, a dynamic and infinite act of 

communion. In Genesis, we hear God saying, "Let us make man after our image." The 

gathering of the three-divine persons—the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit—brought life to 

everything in the universe. 

 

In our First Reading for today, in his First Letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul speaks of the 

gathering of gifts of the members of the Christian communities—the gifts of preaching, of 

teaching, and of healing, among others. The gathering of their gifts fostered unity and 

collaboration as a community. 

 

I learned that this community—The Chinese Catholic Community—was established in 1982. 

40 years later, this community continues to grow as it gathers its gifts of faith and hope and 

love to nourish its members as well as those people who are in need.  

 

Let us open our hearts to the Holy Eucharist, the divine gathering, so that as we leave this 

celebration today, we may become instruments of gathering rather than scattering—building 

bridges where there are walls, fostering harmony where there is discord, and bringing 

together what has been divided. Amen. 

 
 


