FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY (C) 29 December 2024

Today’s feast of the Holy Family gives us a glimpse of the religious practices of Mary and
Joseph with Jesus in his early years. The details in the gospel probably surprise us and make
us ask questions. What sort of parents were Mary and Joseph if they could lose Jesus in
Jerusalem and start to head home without him? And then, what about Jesus, who seems to
backchat his parents, telling them that his real place was with the learned teachers in the Temple?
Or what are we to make of the fact that these learned teachers were impressed by what Jesus
had to say? The Bible does not answer all these questions. But I would like to think that Jesus
made an impression on the doctors in the Temple because Mary and Joseph had instructed him

from a very young age in the details and practice of their faith.

There is one detail at the end of the gospel scene we heard today that we should focus on. It
tells us that Jesus went back to Nazareth with Mary and Joseph, and that he increased in wisdom
and stature and in favour with God. This tells us something about his family and takes us to the
heart of today’s feast. Put simply, his family was a place to grow in wisdom. As a good Jewish
family, he would have learnt the stories of what God had done for the people. He would have
heard about Abraham, about Moses in Egypt and the Exodus from Egypt. He would have heard
the message of the prophets and the promise that God would send a Saviour to free the people.
In a certain way, these stories told him who he was. He would have come to realise that his
family was bigger than Mary and Joseph. He belonged to a people who had stories to tell about

what God had done for them over countless generations.

These stories helped him to know who he was. They helped him to know how his family lived
and how he should live. This is how he grew in wisdom. Wisdom came from his elders; it was
not taught like mathematics. Wisdom was more like something he caught by imitation. He
learnt the family stories and he saw how they were being lived among his family. And he

gradually became part of the same story, making it his own. This is growing in wisdom.

The feast of the Holy Family tells us something important about our family life. If we look at
our own families—and all of them are unique and different—they are all places where stories
are told and shared. In Jesus’ day they were shared orally. Today, they are likely to be shared
via an app. Whatever the medium we use, we like to tell the stories of what happened in the

past — whether it be last year or five years ago, or fifty years ago. Stories remind us that we are



connected to generations before us. Stories remind us of where we come from. They shape our
identity and set our values. Because the home is where stories are told and remembered, it is

the place where we grow in wisdom.

Today’s feast tells us something more, however. We are part of a story that is bigger than even
our family stories. We are part of the story of Jesus’ family. We are part of the story of God’s
mighty work throughout history. We are part of the family of the church, where the great story
of faith is held, cherished and handed on. Today’s feast reminds us that the church is not simply
some institution to which we belong. Rather, it is a school of wisdom, where we learn to imitate
those who have gone before us, to cherish what they cherished, and to deepen our own identity
as the sons and daughters of God. Like Jesus, throughout our lives we increase in wisdom, in

stature, and in favour with God and each other.

As we continue to celebrate the great feast of Christmas, let us take time to ponder the mystery
of the Holy Family. Let us welcome the gifts that God gives us so that we might become like

him, sharing in his divinity.



