
THIRD SUNDAY ADVENT (C) 15 December 2024 
 

The third Sunday of Advent always calls on us to rejoice and to be happy. Even before we get 

to Christmas, we are being invited to be joyful because of what God has already done. We 

heard this expressed most clearly in the second reading. St Paul’s message was that if we live 

our life full of joy, then we will discover that there is no need to worry about the things that 

might disturb us from time to time. It is as though the goodness of God will help us overcome 

our worries. 

But there is another aspect of rejoicing that we hear about, and it is that God rejoices over us. 

God is happy with us. This shouldn’t surprise us, but often we don’t give much thought to God 

rejoicing over us. Yet, if we think of the very first pages of the Bible, we remember that at the 

end of each day of creation, God looked at what had been created and saw that it was good. 

When it comes to the creation of human beings, God created them in his own image and 

likeness. Think about what this means! When God looks at each one of us, he sees a reflection 

of himself. 

Today, we have a lot to rejoice about. Among us there will be some adults who will be baptised, 

confirmed and receive communion for the first time. And we also have some children who will 

make their first Holy Communion. We are happy for them. We are happy because God has 

done great things for them and for our community. In a very real way, what we see happening 

among us is the realisation of the promise that John the Baptist made. He said that when Jesus 

comes, he will baptise with the Holy Spirit and with fire. Today, that same Holy Spirit is among 

us.  

John was responding to the people who had come out into the desert, knowing that something 

was about to happen. They kept asking John what they must do. He gave them very practical 

advice. Although the advice was a little different for each of the groups that asked him, the 

common thing was that they needed to live in such a way that they cared for others and treated 

them fairly. Later on, when we see the ministry of Jesus unfolding, we know that that way of 

living takes us to the heart of his message. So, what John was asking the people to do was to 

hear the Word of God and to keep it. What he also told them was that they would do this 

because they were filled with the Holy Spirit.  



So, for the people who receive the sacraments today – and in fact for all of us – the important 

thing to ponder is what God is doing in your life. Jesus comes to you today, offering the hand 

of friendship. Welcome him into your heart. 


