
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time B 

‘I saw.’ 

Our first reading today is taken from the Book of Daniel. We can describe 

Daniel as one of the great visionaries in the Bible. As Daniel tells us in the first 

reading today, ‘I gazed into the visions of the night, and I saw …’ What a 

powerful statement that is! And what did he see? He tells us: ‘I saw, coming on 

the clouds of heaven, one like a son of man.’ ‘On him was conferred 

sovereignty, glory, kingship, and men and women from all peoples, nations and 

languages served him. His sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty, which shall 

never pass away, nor will his empire ever be destroyed.’ He saw Christ the 

King! 

What is remarkable is the context in which he saw this vision. Daniel lived 

about two centuries before Jesus was born. At that time the Greeks were the 

dominant power in the ancient world and a particularly vicious Greek ruler 

called Antiochus Epiphanes ruled over Syria, including Israel. He tried to 

eliminate all Jewish religious practices and he put to death many faithful Jews 

who refused to follow the Greek religion. It was a terrible time, a time when it 

seemed like the Jewish people could be eliminated. But Daniel, the great 

visionary, saw not the terrible destruction of Antiochus, but the ultimate 

victory of Christ the King. 

If Daniel is the great visionary in the Bible, then Pontius Pilate, who we meet in 

today’s Gospel, is the Bible’s great cynic – he has no vision at all, and he 

believes in nothing. The king of the Jews is standing before him and he cannot 

recognize him. And when Jesus says that his kingdom is a kingdom of truth, 

Pilate utters the ultimate cynical statement: ‘Truth! What is that?’ Pilate no 

longer believes in the transcendental values of truth, goodness, beauty and 

altruism. He is motivated purely by self-interest, taking no responsibility for his 

actions (indeed, washing his hands clean of them).  

There are many cynics in our world today, who only have bad things to say 

about the world and the Church and faith. What we most need are visionaries, 

people who don’t deny that much is wrong, but still manage to see the good. 



Vision is so important: as the book of Proverbs says, ‘without a vision, the 

people perish’ (29:18). 

In our Mass today let us ask Christ the King to open our eyes that, amid the 

many challenges, self-interest and skepticism around us, we may see the signs 

of his presence among us in the goodness, the kindness and the self-sacrifice of 

so many people. May we, like Daniel, gaze into the visions of the night, and 

see!                                                                               
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