0113 32" Sunday of the Year B

True Treasure

In today’s Gospel Jesus observes the people putting money into the temple
treasury. He sees a poor widow put in two small coins, and he exclaims, “I tell
you solemnly this poor widow has put in more than all who have contributed
to the treasury; for they have put in money they had over, but she from the
little she had, has put in everything she possessed, all she had to live on.”

Does Jesus utter these words in admiration or in anger? Is he full of
praise for what he has seen or is he deploring the situation?

In admiration, he may be pointing to the widow’s action as a wonderful
example of generosity and trust in God. While some contribute only from what
they have left over after meeting all their needs, the widow gives everything
she has. In doing so she expresses her complete faith in God. She puts all her
hope in him. In her faith and hope and generosity she is someone to emulate.

However, Jesus may also be deploring rather than commending what is
happening here. In the first part of today’s Gospel, Jesus denounces the scribes
for taking the places of honour at banquets (where they will be well fed), while
‘swallowing the property of widows’, and Jesus may see this as happening in
the case of this widow. She may have felt that she had no choice but to putin
everything she had, to meet the requirements of the religious law, as
interpreted by the scribes. The scene then becomes a warning against the way
in which religion, wrongly understood, can oppress rather than liberate the
poor and vulnerable people among us, for whom Christ shed his blood on the
cross. Let us never forget that all are welcome into the community of the
Church regardless of whether or not they can help financially!

So, was Jesus uttering words of praise for the woman or in fact deploring
what he was seeing? Well, we don’t necessarily have to choose one or the
other but we can find something valuable in each interpretation; both are
valid. We can admire the widow’s generosity and her faith and hope in God;
while at the same time realising how easy religion can come to be about
money and how much people can contribute.



Let us never forget that ‘pure and unspoilt religion in the sight of God involves
caring for orphans and widows and all people in distress’ (James 1:27).
Members of the community should never be valued according to their bank

balance.

Let us remember that it is often the poor, the weak and the suffering who are
the true treasures of any church community.
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