091/ 10th Sunday of the Year/B
They thought he was mad

After the Lenten and Easter seasons, and the feasts of Pentecost, the Most Holy
Trinity and the Body and Blood of Christ, this Sunday we return to what we call
the Ordinary Sundays of the Year, and we take up our listening to Mark’s Gospel.
Today’s Gospel passage is taken from chapter three of Mark, so we are still at
the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, and Mark records the initial reactions of
people to Jesus’ activity. It is very interesting to note that both the people very
close to him—his own family—and those already opposed to him—the religious
leaders—draw the same conclusion — that there is something very wrong with
him! His family, who love him, think that he has suffered some kind of a mental
breakdown, that he is ‘out of his mind’. Those opposed to him give a much
harsher judgment — that he is in league with the prince of devils.

We can imagine the shock his family must have experienced at the
transformation that happened in Jesus following his baptism by John in the
Jordan. Until then he was a simple carpenter in Nazareth. Then all of a sudden,
he became a fiery preacher proclaiming the kingdom of God and denouncing the
religious leaders of his time.

His mother and his brothers are so concerned about him that they feel the need
to make an intervention—to take charge of him (or ‘to seize him’ as one other
translation says) So they went to the place where he was preaching and sent him
a message that they wanted to speak to him. Now, in the Semitic culture of that
time, family was very important and if your mother needed to speak with you, you
stopped what you were doing and spoke with her. You didn’t ignore your mother!
Not even if you are the Son of God! So, it was rather shocking that Jesus didn’t
respond immediately but used the occasion to give a new teaching about family —
that all who do the will of God are his brother and sister and mother. Mary is
certainly included in this new ‘family’ but so also are many others.



We may ask: Why was Mary so concerned that she felt the need to interrupt his
preaching, indeed to take charge of him? Biblical scholars suggest that his family
was very concerned for Jesus’ well-being, not only for his mental health but they
also feared that if Jesus continued to speak forcefully to the crowds, he would be
seen as a threat by the civil and religious authorities and they would seek to
destroy him (and possibly his family also). As a mother, Mary wanted her son to
be safe from any danger.

If this interpretation is correct, and | believe it is, we find Mary experiencing within
herself the dilemma of being both the mother of Jesus — wanting him to be
safe— and the disciple of Jesus — open to the will of God. While never ceasing
to be a mother and having a mother’s care, the whole Gospel story shows that
Mary ultimately yielded to the will of God in her son’s life and in her own life, and
in this way belonged most fully to the new family of Jesus.

This episode gives us an insight into how hard it must have been for Mary to
allow her son to walk the way of the cross. Can any of you mothers here imagine
how hard it would be to let your son or daughter put themselves in a situation
where they could be killed? You would surely beg them not to. Let us ask Mary to
inspire us also to say those sometimes difficult words, “Thy will be done’. In doing
this we will truly be the members of Jesus’ family — his brother and sister and
mother.
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