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Psalms and the experience of prayer

• Two basic aspects of prayer:
• Listen to God; hear God’s word to us

• Our praise of God

• Prayers for all occasions:
• Expressions of sorrow for failures

• Ask God for help

• Complain to God

• Psalms are expressions of human experience
• They connect to our feelings

• Help us pray for others who experience what the psalm expresses





And now our 
feet are standing 
within your 
gates, 
O Jerusalem



Why was it sea, that your fled; that you turned back, Jordan, on your course?





The Lord is king, 
let earth rejoice

All peoples see 
his glory





Like a tree 
planted 
beside 
flowing 
waters





O Lord, 
our Lord, 
how 
majestic
is your 
name 
through all 
the earth



Have mercy on 
me, God, in your 
kindness.
In your 
compassion blot 
out my offence



Praise him with the sound 
of trumpet
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