
075 – Passion (Palm) Sunday B 

Entering the Passion 

As you listened to the Passion narrative, what were you feeling? Could you 

identify with any of the characters? Could you find yourself in the story? In 

what way is the story of Jesus’ Passion, your story? 

Can you identify with the crowd who one minute were crying out ‘Hosanna, 

blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’ and then, just a short time 

later, were crying out, ‘crucify him, crucify him’? Are there moments when 

your faith in Jesus is very strong and other times when it is fragile? 

Can you identify with Jesus’ disciples in their shock at what was happening to 

him, and in their fear for their own safety that led them to desert him? 

Can you identify with Jesus in his sense of abandonment by everybody, in his 

aloneness on the cross: have you ever cried out, ‘My God, my God, why have 

you abandoned me?’ 

Or can you identify with Simon of Cyrene who was enlisted – we can say, 

forced – to do something he did not want to do, but amazingly was blessed by 

the experience? Perhaps at times you have been pressured to do something 

you didn’t want to do, but found the task an unexpected blessing. 

And has there ever been a Simon of Cyrene in your life, someone who stepped 

in unexpectedly and helped you to carry your cross at a particular moment, 

who helped to lift a burden from your shoulders that was proving too much for 

you? 

Or can you identify with the centurion, just going about your job, and suddenly 

realising that you are in the presence of God, that the ground on which you are 

standing is holy ground. Observing the way he died, the centurion (a pagan) 

exclaimed, ‘Indeed this man was a son of God!’ 

My dear people, the story of Christ’s passion touches each of us because it is 

our story also. We share the sufferings of Christ, and we are also guilty in some 

small way of crucifying him – ours were the sufferings he bore, ours the 

sorrows he carried. But in all this, there is great hope. In Christ’s total self-

giving on the cross we see our redemption. 
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