EPIPHANY 7 January 2023

When I was at Moss Vale just after Christmas at the Family Camp, I looked up to the sky one
night as [ was coming back from the chapel. The rain had stopped, and the sky had cleared
enough to see some of the stars. Even though it was a full moon, the stars were more visible
than you can see them in Sydney. I have been struck that there is always something attractive
about the night sky. Even though it is dark, our eyes are drawn to the light that stars give. It is
as though the light from the star saves us from the void we would experience if there were only
darkness. I suppose this is a typical human experience. So, it shouldn’t surprise us that the wise
men in the gospel today follow a star, and that the star they followed was the one that gave the

brightest light.

We need to remember that these were pagan astrologers, but there was something that urged
them on to follow that light. If we are going to make sense of what happened, then I think we
need to consider that God also had some hand in prompting the wise men to follow that
particular star. Even though they didn’t know God, God was leading them. The light of this star
was attractive to them, and it shone a path for them, leading them to Bethlehem and the
newborn baby. This is not as strange as it may seem, because people would be used to following
anything that seemed strange in the night sky. They wanted to understand the mystery that was
unfolding before their eyes. In the case of the wise men, the mystery that was unfolding was
about more than a bright star that was unknown. It was really about being led to the Christ who
is the light of the world. It is as though they, these pagan astrologers, recognised him as the

light of the world before anyone else.

Today’s feast, which concludes our Christmas celebration, puts the focus on the revelation of
Christ to the whole world. It reminds us that Jesus did not come just for a small number of
people or for a particular race or culture. Jesus came for the whole world — for all peoples and
all cultures. That is why every one of us can be his followers. In whatever way each of us
came to Christian faith, God was there in the background, leading us, prompting us by various
means so that we arrived at that place where we could encounter his Son, Jesus. In some sense,

the story of the wise men seeing the light of Christ is also the story of each of us.

There is something else that we need to consider on this feast. We had a hint of it in the first

reading, where we heard of the light that shone on Jerusalem and its people. It is a somewhat



different story than that of the wise men, but it is a story about light overcoming the darkness,
and about the light of the Lord shining for all the nations to see. As we heard in that reading,
the prophet gives an important message: now that that light has shone on you, you will reflect
a light to the nations. This is urging them — and us — to become that instrument that God uses
to help people discover him. We can be for our world what the star was for the wise men. We

can be a light that shows the way to Jesus.

This can sound grand, and we might ask how we could be involved in what seems like such a
challenging task. But I don’t think it is about doing something that is out of the ordinary. In
fact, it is probably about how we do the ordinary things, and the things that are basic to a fully
human life. We are that light when we show kindness to someone in need. We are that light
when we listen to someone who may be lonely and may need someone to talk to. We are that
light when we visit someone who is sick, or we pray for them or with them. We are that light
when we bring peace where there is anxiety or conflict. The wise men came with their gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. We don’t bring those gifts, but the many ways that we bring
light to people’s lives are the gifts we have to offer. In offering them to the people around us,
we offer them to God. And, as with any offering to God, we give back what God has given us.
God has shone his light on us so that we might be his instruments in the world leading others

to the light.



