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I believe all of us Catholics are aware of our Christian duty to help the needy. 
We have two sets of works of mercy: The 7 Corporal and 7 Spiritual works of mercy. 
Corporal Works of Mercy: 

- Feeding the hungry 
- Giving drink to the thirsty 
- Clothing the naked 
- Sheltering the homeless 
- Caring for the sick 
- Visiting the imprisoned 
- Burying the dead 

SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY: 
- Counsel the doubtful 
- Instruct the ignorant 
- Admonish the wayward 
- Comfort the afflicted 
- Forgive offenses 
- Bear wrong patiently 
- Praying for the living and the dead 

 
Today’s gospel is about the 3rd spiritual work of mercy – Admonish the Wayward 

- It is actually easier to help those in material need, with material things… but it is 
more difficult to help those in need of guidance or correction or admonition, 
especially those who are already going wayward or heading for self-destruction. 

- Why? Because our good intentions can easily be taken negatively as meddling with 
their personal lives or private affairs. 

- “Why don’t you just leave them, leave people to do as they please with their 
personal lives?... after all, each is accountable to God for his/her actions?” 

- Yes, that true! They are accountable for their own actions! But we are also 
answerable to God if we are fully aware of it and have done nothing at all to correct 
them. 

- Our Gospel account is presuming a relationship… it is using the word “brother.” 
Meaning to say, we treat them as our brother or sister, not by blood but by faith. 

 
The catholic Church also teaches us to include in our examination of conscience not just the 
wrong that we have done but also the good that we failed or omitted to do. We called this 
the “sin of omission.” 

- If we think that this is originated from the Catholics? No! In fact, it goes back to the 
Old Testament (of the Jewish teaching) which we have just heard from our 1st 
Reading of today. 

- From the Prophet Ezekiel, it says: “If you do not speak out in order to dissuade the 
wicked from his ways, he will die of his guilt, but I will hold you responsible for his 
death.” 

- Meaning, we are accountable to God if we do not do anything to save a wayward 
brother or sister from perishing.  



- This is what St Paul is driving at in our 2nd Reading: “avoid getting into debt, except 
the debt of mutual love.” 

- Meaning, the common attitude that says: “Oh, I have never indebted anyone 
because I have not done anything wrong to anyone.” –  

- Such attitude is being reinforced by the Confucian Teaching: “Do not do unto others 
what you do not want others do unto you.” – the emphasis is always on “not doing” 

- But this is being reformulated by Jesus by making is more positive: “Do unto others 
what you want others do unto you.” 

- Its not enough to have the “do not do” command. 
- That is why, when Jesus summarized the 10 commandments into 2 commandments, 

it says: 1.) “You shall love the Lord you God, with all your heart, with all your soul, … 
your mind, … and all your strength. 2.) You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

- And so, St Paul ends the 2nd Reading with: “Love … is the answer to everyone of the 
commandments.” 

- Only love can enable us to see in every other person a brother, a sister, or a friend. It 
a bond that alone manifest the presence of the Holy Spirit that we received at 
baptism, and at work in us. 

 


