MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 1 January 2023

Today’s feast honours Mary under the title “Mother of God”. Throughout the year there are
many feasts honouring Mary. Perhaps the one we know best is the Assumption on 15 August.
| suspect this is because the declaration of that Dogma happened just over seventy years ago,
in 1950. Today’s feast of Mary Mother of God is the oldest feast of Mary, which probably tells
us that it is the most significant feast of Mary. The Dogma of Mary Mother of God dates from
the fifth century.

The feast is significant because it takes us to the heart of God’s plan of salvation. To understand
what this feast means we need to go back to the creation of the man and woman in the Book of
Genesis. You’ll remember that God gave them the opportunity to enjoy everything in the
garden but forbad them to eat the fruit of just one tree. The serpent lured them into eating the
fruit of that tree by telling them that if they did so they would be like God. We had already
been told that they were created in the image of God, so to eat of this tree meant that they
wanted more than that — they wanted to be the equal of God. In other words, the whole
relationship with God would change, and they would not be creatures of the living God. This
is the original sin. Throughout history this same scenario has been played out one way or
another, as people act as though they don’t need God, or think that they can save themselves

from all that troubles them.

Despite the original sin of the man and the woman, God’s plan for all creation would still be
fulfilled. The image of God would be restored in the descendants of the original man and
woman. If we understand this, we can see why this feast of Mary is important. St Paul tells us
that in the fulness of time, God sent his Son born of a woman. On Christmas day and over this
past week we have celebrated the birth of Jesus, the Son of God, in the fulness of time. God
has become one of us, born of a woman just like every human being. The wonder of this feast
is that the child born of Mary is both God and man — divine and human. Here is one who is

made in the image of God — but is God.

But what can we say about Mary on this day? If the actions of the first man and woman
transgressed the boundary between God and God’s creation and thereby interrupted the
unfolding of God’s plan, we see in Mary someone through whom God’s plan was brought to

fulfilment. Mary bears the title Mother of God because it was given to her by God, and unlike



that original man and woman she did not claim it for herself. She gives birth to the Son of God
but does not herself become God. In fact, as we know from the Bible, Mary’s basic attitude
before God was humility. Being humble was to rely on God’s help in carrying out the task she
was given by God. Being humble was to remember that her salvation comes from God. Being
humble was to recognise Jesus her son, the Son of God, as the prince of peace, as the fulfilment

of God’s plan. That plan is a plan for the peace and unity of the world.

These things, no doubt, are what she pondered in her heart as the shepherds left the place where
Jesus was born. On this feast of Mary Mother of God, we too are called to ponder this mystery.
It is the mystery of our own salvation. In other words, we ponder God’s graciousness in our
lives; we ponder how God’s plan continues to unfold in our time and our world, and we

recognise the part we play in that unfolding, just as Mary did.

Since 1964, this day has been marked as the World Day of Peace. Every year since then, the
pope of the day has issued a message for the day. The message has helped people bring into
sharper focus the meaning of God’s plan for all creation in the contemporary world. This year
Pope Francis’ message considered two events of the past year. One was the challenges we face
as we move into a new world after Covid. The other was the war in Ukraine, which is not only
having tragic consequences for the people of Ukraine but is also affecting the lives of people
in many parts of the world. Looking to the future, the pope called for a return to humility and
a renewed sense of solidarity. He called for a stronger sense of the common good, so that we
open our minds and hearts to a universal sense of fraternity. | think in this message we hear the

fruits of his pondering in his heart what God has done in the fulness of time.

Today let us open our hearts to receive God’s blessing on ourselves and our world. Let us pray
that his face will shine on us and that he will be gracious to us. Let us pray that we may receive
the gift of peace from the Prince of Peace, who is Son of God and son of Mary.



